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Protecting Salmon and Sturgeon May-June 2017

Posted on June 2, 2017 by Tom Cannon

Despite a record water supply in 2017, water operations in the Sacramento Valley are already
threatening salmon and sturgeon because water managers are not meeting flow and water
temperature targets and regulators are not enforcing them.

The water temperature of the Sacramento River at Red Bluff (river mile 240) exceeds the target
of 56°F in the Salmon Biological Opinion, water right permits, and Basin Plan (Figure 1a). The
water temperature at Red Bluff (Figure 1a) is also approaching the 60°F tolerance limit for
salmon and sturgeon eggs and embryos. The water temperature in the lower Sacramento River at
Wilkins Slough (river mile 125) exceeds the 65°F tolerance limit for sturgeon larvae and
approaches the 68°F Basin Plan tolerance limit for migrating juvenile and adult salmon and
sturgeon (Figure 1b). To protect migrating salmon and sturgeon, water managers need to
maintain a flow in the lower Sacramento River of at least 10,000 cfs through the summer of this
very wet year (Figure 2).

http://calsport.org/fisheriesblog/?p=1660
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SACRAMENTO RIVER BELOW WILKINS SLOUGH ( WLK )
Date from 05/16/2017 07:53 through 05/24/2017 07:53 Duration : 8 days
Max of period : (05/21/2017 15:00, 75.3) Min of period: (05/17/2017 06:45, 57.5)
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Figure 1. Sacramento River water temperature at (a) Red Bluff (river mile 240) and (b) Wilkins Slough (river mile
125) during May 2017. Red lines depict Basin Plan targets. Source: CDEC.
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Figure 2. Mean daily river flow in the lower Sacramento River at Wilkins Slough (river mile 125) during May 2017.
Source: USGS.
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